Williem Henaersen- Mary Cannen Hendersen Family

By J.A. SHARP

William Hendersen was the sen of Elizabeth Moen wife of Jesse Moon as
shown by the will of Jesse Neen sade in Sevier County, 1 Sestember 1305.
He ramed his "Wife Elizabeth Hoon and William Hendersen her sen" as equal
heirs to his whole estate and after her seath William lenderson was te have
the whole estate, but he failed te describe or lecate his lands. The father
of ®illism Eenderson is unknewn, but it must be assumed from the will that
Elizabeth ileen had been married previously te a Hendersen who was the father
of her sen Willism. Neither do I knew the maiden name of Elizabeth Moen-
she was living with her sen William Hendersen in 1850( census, Sevier County,
1350) end was then 8L years old- so she was barn about 1766.

The above will of Jesse Hoen was made on his death bed (nuncusative will)
and was very brief; he died the next day, 15 September 1805. His will was
witnessed by William Moen, Jases Cannen and Jeob Manning, and was probated
vefore %z Samuel Wear, Sevier County's first county court clerk, sn 17 Sestem-
ber 1805. It was feund ameng pagers of William Hendersen nreserved by ¥rs.

J .B. WgCosh whe owns the eld homestead of her great grand father William
Hendersen abeut feur miles south eof Sevierville. -

¥illism Henierson and wife Mary Cannen had the following chilaren:
#illiam Jr., James, George, John K., Randall, Elijah and Andrew and at least
twe daughters, Elizabeth and Nancy- there may have been others. 1 believe
that Mary Cannon was the daughter ef James Cannen, early Sevier County settler
and probably a Revelutionary %ar seldier- he ebtained a Tennessee grant for
3528 acres on the "waters of Eanst Fork of little Pigeon" in 1810 ani was % still
living in Sevier County in 1330 and the census of that year shows that he was
born between the years 1750 and 1760, se¢ he was the right age te serve in the
Hevelution. lis hemestead was the farm now ewned by Jehn R. Burchfield.

James Henderseon married beah Swann, daughter of one Hobert Swann as sreven
by & chancery ceurt record of Sevier County. HNething is knewn of this Rebert
Swann, but he was srebably a resident ef Jeffersen County where the Swanns
settled early and are prominent seople there teday. Children of James lendesrsen
and wife Leah Swann were: Amanda, Elizabeth and Rebert. James Hendersen died
11 August 1843 and his widow remarried in 18L9; her second husband was Jehn
Howard who at ene time was shePif{ of Sevier County. James Henderson's home .-
and lands, between twe te three hunired acres, were located on bast Ferk ef
iittle Pigeon; Mack Hendersen, a great grand sen of James, owns part of this
land today. $heakwxwxehiixr This may be the land inherited by William Hender-
son frem Jesse Moen- in fact I am inclined strengly te this belief, but am
unghle to srove it. The above children were raised by their mother. their
grand father §illiam Hendersen, their stes father John Howard and their uncle
Elijah Hendersen. Their mether died in 1852. Amanda Henderson married Themas
Shars (b. 1818, d. 1905)- he was my great grand father, but I descended frem
his Pirst wife and am not related te the Hendersens. Nething is known about
Elizabeth Hendersen, daughter of James and Leah- she may have died young.

John K. Henderson, son of William ans wife Mary Cannen, married Xartha
Catlett (in 1833), daughter of John Catlett. This Jehn lHendersen was said
te have been insane which led to his diverce from his wife. He gave his
father as well as his wife much trouble and the stery is teld that ene day
while seated on the old hotel ssrch at Hendersen's Ssrings Jehn shet a hele
threugh the bucket of a summer "boarder” who was trying te eobtain a bucket
of the famed chalybeate water. He was jailed several times at Seviervilile
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to srevent his deing injury to his wife, father or brothers who he imagined
were consasiring against him; he was alse sent te the insane asylum at Sash-
ville- each time he managed to escape in a short time and returned to Sevier
County. Finally a guardian was apeeinted for this Hendersen; Samuel Pickens,
the guardian, then sold Jehn's lands in the tenth district and sent him with
his wife and children in a wagon te Kentueky te a new farm, but the next the
heming instinct struck Jehn again and he deserted his wife and children and
came back to his old Sevier County heme. It was after this that his wife
diverced him. Luring these troubles liilliam had his sen John jailed under

a ’ecace warrant and Jehn te get released from Jail signed, on June 29, 1847,
the agreement that in the future ke would net "abuse, in any way, my father
or any of his family, nor drink agqy more sverits, or ramble about at improser
heours ef the night~ ner te carry any gun er any other weasen of danger ner
te disturb the neighberheed in any manner whatever.? In 1850 John at the age
of 37 was living with his father and ¥artha, his diverced wife was living
with her children: Henry, John, William, Karey, ¥ahala and Maria~ it is net
knewn what hapsened to these Hendersen children, but I believe they left Sevier
ueunty. v !



